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Safeguarding the Human Person
in the Time of Artificial Intelligence
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Encyclical Letter of His Holiness Pope Leo XIV (May 2026)
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The Two Cities: A Pivotal Choice /
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The Tower of Babel / B 3i&

(The Technocratic Paradigm / f1fikt:aseeE)

s Uniformity over communion
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|dolatry of efficiency and profit
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7w Elimination of human weakness
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The Walls of Jerusalem / ERE& 8% thiE
(The Way of Nehemiah / [E#r{EHIAVERE)

Communion through diversity
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&% Shared responsibility in rebuilding
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TY God at the center of the project
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= |Integration of weakness and limits
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Human dignity as the unshakeable foundation ¥
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Living Tradition Timeline
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The Supreme Value
of Human Dignity
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Social Dignity (3t &5 &)

Living conditions and societal respect.
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| 11 : _ Rooted 1n being created in the image ot
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% Social Dignity (11 €& &)

Living conditions and societal respect.
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Existential Dignity (fF7E5R%)
How a person perceives their own worth.
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E Humanity must never be reduced to a project to be optimized.



The Six Pillars

of Social Doctrine
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Integral Human '

Development

PN

f,-' Progress must embrace all
/[ dimensions of existence, net ju st
I." economic or technical growth. |
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Social Justice \\
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Ensuring structural equity,
beginning with the most
vulnerable and marginalized.
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Common Good
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The sum of social conditions allowing
. 2ll people to reach fulfillment. Not just the

sum of individual interests.

N\ “ff Respecting the freedom and capability -

Solidarity
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Recognizing interdependence;

we are respoensible for one another.
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=~ Universal
Destination
of Goods

x Earth's resources (and digital/ ]
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~ data ecesystems) belong to all.
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ef local communities; avoiding

N\ top-down centralization of power.

HEEEMHENERER
R | BN
R o

T Gemini Notebook



The Technocratic
Paradigm
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Artificial Intelligence |
& Digital Tools
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Viewed by the public as neutral,
efficient, and objective.

£ | The Technocratlc Paradigm
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The ideology driving the tools. Characterized
by an obsession with efficiency, total control,
and the idolization of profit. It reduces
creation to an object of exploitation and
evaluates humans solely by output.
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Technology is never
neutral; it takes on
the characteristics of
those who devise,
finance, and regulate it.
The true danger is
increasing technical
power without moral
progress—having more
without being more.
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Governance and Responsibility
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Design & Data Deployment
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Automated systems lack

Algorithms reflect the biases of
their creators. Data must be
treated as a shared public good,
not merely a private commodity.
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compassion, mercy, and
forgiveness. Crucial life decisions
(employment, credit) must never
be fully delegated to machines.
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Oversight
BE
We need independent checks,
transparent rules, and the

ability for humans to
challenge Al decisions.
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Disﬁrm Al/ ﬁﬂlﬁAIH’J‘ﬁ%

To disarm Al means freeing it from monopolistic control, opening it to pubhc
debate, and restoring it to the plurality of human cultures.
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Two Visions of the Future
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Transhumamsm & Posthumamsm |
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Sees human weakness, aging, and limits
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View of Limits:

as defects to be engineered away. eSS
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@=L ThePromise:. == 3
[i Abpurely technical “salvation” through @ -
'r physical and cognitive optimization. & =
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Creates “second-class” humans and views the
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The Danger:

person as an object to be manipulated.
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Chrlstlan Humanism
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& View of Limits:

compassion, grace, and relationship flourish.

Hecngnrzes human limits as the very space where \; ]
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The Promise;

The authentic “more than human” achieved through
self-transcendence in love and God's grace.
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The Safeguard:

- Protects the immeasurable dignity of the vulnerable,

proving progress is measured by care, not power.
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Safeguarding Truth & Educatlon
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The Threat | B &

Deepfakes & Manipulation; The blurring of truth and swnulatlun
undermines democracy and collective trust. )
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Fragmented Information: An incessant flow of data replaces
research, reflection, and deep knowledge.
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The Response / [2]fE

- | Digital Sobriety: Cultivating an “ecology of communication®
/ﬁ'-—--—-’a that respects silence and judicious analysis.
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The Role of Schools: Education must not merely chase technological speed.
It must teach critical thought, moral limits, and wisdom over fragmented information.
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The Dignity of Work in Trar151t10n
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Innoffatiﬂﬁ for |
= _cost-reduction—_
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Retraining & Support
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4 . Providing realistic paths for
- professional mobility so
families remain stable.
RN TR A {TRY IR RENETE -
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Increased ‘f{ The Risk Cycle

societal inequality
HERTZMR) B P fE3R
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algorithmic surveillance g
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~” Human-Centered Design
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Protecting the agency and innovative
2% p abilities of workers.
Y RIE%HTHE EHEARLES -
';‘: Social Criteria for Innovation
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Structufﬁl_'uheﬁi_bluyment
& job insecurity
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Al must Sup ort human actmtg not replace it.
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Protecting Freedom from

Digital Dependencies 2 - oy =
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The Culture of Power

L

A mindset where the ability to dominate dictates
decision-making, normalizing war and
marginalizing the common good.

—HAUSRHEDTERRN M > ERPHE
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The Threat of LAWS
N BEHEBRANRTE

Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems pose a severe
ethical boundary.

The Absolute Rule: Moral judgment cannot be
automated. Machines cannot understand conscience,
responsibility, or the sanctity of iife.
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Call to Action

~ Disarm words, cultivate healthy realism, and

refuse the illusion that security is built on fear

and force.
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Multilateralism and The Civilization of Love / %2 F 5 8 219368 _ b

From Interdependence to Solidarity

—— —_——

Digital networks impose global interdependence. Diplomacy must
transform this into willed and chosen solidarity.
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The Blueprint for Global Peace

2HATER

Reviving Diplomacy / {§8243Z: Fostering
dialogue even with “inconvenient" interlocutors
to rebuild trust.
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Reforming the UN / 2XZH3 &[E: Strengthening
international organizations to protect the
vulnerable and enforce disarmament.
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The Civilization of Love / Z#93Z08:
Translating charity into concrete structures of
justice and international law.
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A Eucharistic Spirituality for the Digital Age / EhER (LI EREE(E

The Incarnation

P 2 BLIR

While transhumanism seeks a disembodied
perfection, the Incarnation proves that God embraces
our physical, limited, and wounded reality.

SN AR RIEKMEEAR=S » BRRER
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Visible Cﬂmnlunion
n] R YA

The digital world generates isolation. The Eucharist calls
us to a physical, visible communion that preserves real
human connections and gives a voice to the invisible.
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| The Wise Architect&’l"he Magmfcatfﬂﬂgﬂ?ﬂﬁﬁﬁlﬁﬁ {fﬁiﬁl\? _f : T T P meee——

() |~ The 4 Imperatives for the ATEra |\
| = AI%"EEB%‘[’CE’-JIE*EE =\

1. Be faithful to truth / B EIE:
Pursue wisdom over algorithmic pupulanty

[EE 2. Invest in education / SR EHH:

Become missionaries in the digital cnntlnent

% A 3. Cultivate relationships / &% AR {%:

Cherish physical presence and tenderness.

\ ¥ 4 Love justice and peacefﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬂﬂ:

[ Scrutinize tech supply chains and reject war.
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| Let us be “weavers of hope,” adopting the perspective |

‘ of the Magnificat: looking at history not through the eyes |
of the powerful, but through the eyes of the vulnerable.
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